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The HCP also has an impact on
private land owners by helping
to define what can and can not
be done with land which houses
endangered or threatened
species and/or critical habitats.

The objective is to protect the
ecological and economic viability
of the basin while promoting
development that is
environmentally sustainable and
has conservation of ecological

diversity in mind. Goals of the HCP

- Legal assurances for developers

- Habitat conservation from smart growth




Project Goals —

=To comprehend and convey policy that affects the
Implementation of the HCP

=Define legal compliance for an HCP, an EA, and an EIS
according to NEPA and the ESA

<Provide a framework for drafting initiation




ESA’ s HCP requirements

1. The impact that will likely result
from such a taking

What steps the applicant will
take to minimize and mitigate
such impacts and the funding
that will be available to
implement such steps

What alternative actions to such
taking the applicant considered
and the reason why such
alternatives are not utilized

Such other measures that the
Secretary may require as being
necessary or appropriate for
purposes of the plan
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*Much more extensive showing of the same:

- Purpose and need for proposed action
- Proposed alternatives
- Affected environment

- Environmental consequences of
proposed action and each
proposed alternative

Much less public notice requirements




Dilemmal!!??

How to quantify “significance”

Valenta style —
—calculate significance by looking at the past and predicted future life

of each species and environmental attribute that may be affected

—then compare this with the projected effects the HCP will have on
these species and environmental attributes

» will show more significance - most likely to result in an EIS

Appel Style -

—Calculate significance by looking at the current position of each
species and environmental attribute

—Then compare this with the projected effect the HCP will have on
these species and environmental attributes

» less significance will be found — may result in EA




So... significance or no significance?

Documents we created —

»ESA compliance document for the HCP
»NEPA compliance document for the EA
»NEPA compliance document for the EIS
»GEPA compliance document for the HCP
»Preliminary examples of model documents
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Written Resources
National Environmental Policy Act
Endangered Species Act
Georgia Environmental Policy Act
Environmental Protection Agency
US Fish & Wildlife Service
US Department of Agriculture
US Department of the Interior
Federal Registrar
Model Documents
Case Studies
Journal Articles

Resources
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